
PETITION TO DETERMINE 
PARENTAL RELATIONSHIP 

 
FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON INTERNET AT WWW.SUTTERCOURTS.COM OR WWW.COURTS.CA.GOV 

 
The following forms are used when filing a Petition to Determine Parental Relationship: 
 

• FL-200    Petition to Determine Parental Relationship: This document is your request to determine the two 
parties as the parents of the child/children listed along with establishing issues of child custody, visitation, 
and/or child support.  You will want to fill out the form completely and accurately to make sure the Court 
knows exactly what you are requesting. 
 

• FL-311   Child Custody and Visitation Application Attachment: This attachment is used to tell the Court 
what child custody and/or parenting plan you would like the Court to order. 
 

• FL-341(C)   Children’s Holiday Schedule Attachment (Optional Attachment) 
• FL-341(D)   Additional Provisions-Physical Custody Attachment (Optional Attachment) 
• FL-341(E)   Joint Legal Custody Attachment (Optional Attachment)      

    

• FL-210    Summons: This notifies the other party that he/she is being sued and also contains some standard 
restraining orders that apply TO BOTH OF YOU.   
 

• FL-105    Declaration Under UCCJEA: This form tells the Court where the child has been living for the 
past five years in addition to giving the Court information on any other cases that may exist.  

 

• FL-115    Proof of Service of Summons: This form is very important because it determines the date by 
which the Court has jurisdiction over the other party. 

 

• FL-220    Response: LEAVE THIS FORM COMPLETELY BLANK. Do not file this form. You are 
required to provide this form to the other party when you serve him/her with your other documents. 

 

• FL-105 Declaration Under UCCJEA: LEAVE THIS COPY OF THIS FORM COMPLETELY 
BLANK. Do not file this copy of this form. You are required to provide a blank copy of this form to the 
other party when you serve him/her with your other documents. 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
A Petition to Determine Parental Relationship (FL-200) is used for individuals who were not married to the 
other parent of their child, the biological father was not listed on the birth certificate as the father, he did not 
sign the Voluntary Declaration of Paternity or Parentage when the child was born, and there is no child support 
Judgment establishing parentage.  The Petition will establish the two parties as the parents of the child(ren) 
named and will allow you to obtain orders about child custody, visitation, and/or child support. 
 
There are jurisdictional requirements that must be met before the court can make child custody orders.  These 
requirements include residency in this state for six months before filing the petition, and that there is no other 
state that has jurisdiction to make orders about the custody of this child. 
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LEGAL TERMS OF CUSTODY DEFINED 
 

• Physical Custody: The child is living primarily with the person who has physical custody of the child. 
 

• Legal Custody: Is for making decisions about the child’s health, education, and welfare. 
 

• Sole Physical Custody: The child shall reside with one parent, subject to the power of the court to order 
visitation. 

 

• Joint Physical Custody: Each parent has periods of physical custody. It does not mean equal time. 
 

• Sole Legal Custody: One parent shall have the right to make decisions about the child’s health, education, 
and welfare. 

 

• Joint Legal Custody: Both parents share in making decisions about the child’s health, education, and 
welfare. 

FILING AND SERVING INSTRUCTIONS 
 

There is a filing fee for a Petition to Determine Parental Relationship.  You can apply for a waiver of the court 
fees. 
 
All originals need to be completed, copied TWO times, and filed with the Court. The Court will keep the 
originals and Endorse File the copies.  When you file your documents, the clerk will give you two copies of a 
Notice of Status Conference and a Referral to Family Court Services.  You will separate all of your 
Endorsed Filed documents into TWO stacks as follows: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have someone OTHER THAN YOU AND OVER THE AGE OF 18 personally serve the other party with the 
documents above.  Have the server complete the FL-115 Proof of Service of Summons form. If you are unable 
to have the documents personally served on the other party, you must meet certain requirements to serve by 
mailing, publishing in the newspaper, or posting in the courthouse.  
 

FILE THE PROOF OF SERVICE 
 
After the other party has been served and the FL-115 Proof of Service of Summons has been completed, make a 
copy for your records and have the original filed with the Court.  This form determines the date of jurisdiction 
for the Court.  YOUR CASE CANNOT PROCEED UNTIL THIS PROOF OF SERVICE IS FILED 
WITH THE COURT. 

WHAT’S NEXT? 
Initiating your case is only the first step. 30 days after the Respondent is served, check with the court to see if 
the other party has filed a response. If a response HAS NOT been filed by the Respondent, you are eligible to 
attend a Default Paternity Clinic at the Self-Help Center. You can check the clinic calendar online at 
www.suttercourts.com. You may also obtain a clinic calendar from the Self-Help Center. If a response HAS 
been filed, contact the Self-Help Center for information on your next steps.  

Other Party’s Stack 

• FL-200 Petition (Including attachments) 
• FL-210 Summons 
• FL-105 Declaration Under UCCJEA 
• Notice of Status Conference 
• Referral to Family Court Services 
• FL-220 BLANK Response  
• FL-105 BLANK Declaration Under UCCJEA 

 
 

Your  Stack 

• FL-200 Petition (Including attachments) 
• FL-210 Summons 
• FL-105 Declaration Under UCCJEA 
• Notice of Status Conference 
• Referral to Family Court Services 

 



 

YOUR NAME 
 
YOUR STREET ADDRESS 
YOUR CITY, STATE, and ZIP CODE     

TELEPHONE # 

COUNTY NAME 
COURT’S PHYSICAL ADDRESS 
 
COURT’S CITY, STATE, and ZIP CODE 

YOUR LEGAL NAME 
OTHER PARTY’S LEGAL NAME 

IF YOU ARE MOTHER, CHECK (A). 
IF YOU ARE FATHER, CHECK (B) AND EXPLAIN 
WHY YOU WANT TO BE THE LEGAL FATHER. 

CHILD’S FULL NAME  
(OLDEST CHILD FIRST) 

 

CHILD’S DATE OF BIRTH 
MONTH / DAY / YEAR 

CHILD’S  
AGE 

CHECK ALL THE BOXES 
THAT APPLY TO YOUR 

SITUATION, UNDER #3, #4, 
AND #5. 



 

YOUR NAME  
 
RESPONDENT’S NAME 

CHECK THE PERSON YOU ARE TRYING TO 
ESTABLISH AS THE PARENT 

CHECK THE PERSON YOU 
ARE TRYING TO ESTABLISH 

AS THE PARENT 
 

CHECK THE BOXES TO TELL THE COURT WHO 
YOU WANT TO HAVE LEGAL CUSTODY, AND 
PHYSICAL CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) AS 
WELL AS VISITATION. 

 

X 
 

CHECK APPROPRIATE BOXES 
IF USING THESE FORMS 

USE THE MC-025 ATTACHMENT TO BRIEFLY EXPLAIN WHY YOUR REQUESTED 
CUSTODY AND VISITATION ORDERS ARE IN THE CHILD(REN)’S BEST INTEREST. 

X 
 

CHECK APPROPRIATE BOXES 
IF REQUESTING ORDERS IN #9 

AND/OR #10. 

CHECK THIS BOX IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CHANGE THE CHILD’S NAME AND WRITE THE COMPLETE OLD AND NEW NAME  

DATE 

PRINT YOUR NAME SIGN YOUR NAME 



 

FILL THIS OUT EXACTLY AS THE INFORMATION 
APPEARS ON YOUR OTHER DOCUMENTS COURT CASE NUMBER 

X 
 

CHILD’S FULL NAME  
(OLDEST CHILD FIRST) 

 

CHILD’S DATE OF BIRTH 
MONTH / DAY / YEAR 

WRITE IN THE NAME(S) OF WHO YOU 
WANT TO HAVE LEGAL CUSTODY  

WRITE IN THE NAME(S) OF WHO YOU 
WANT TO HAVE PHYSICAL CUSTODY  

X 
 

CHECK ALL THE 
BOXES THAT 

APPLY. 
DESCRIBE THE 

PARENTING 
PLAN THAT YOU 

WANT THE 
COURT TO 

ORDER.   

CHECK A BOX TO 
SHOW WHAT THIS 

FORM IS BEING 
ATTACHED TO 



 

FILL THIS OUT EXACTLY AS THE INFORMATION 
APPEARS ON YOUR OTHER DOCUMENTS COURT CASE NUMBER 

SECTION 3 IS FOR 
REQUESTING SUPERVISED 

VISITATION. FILL IN THE 
INFORMATION REQUESTED. 

SECTION 4 IS FOR 
REQUESTING SPECIFIC 

TRANSPORTATION ORDERS. 

SECTION 5 IS FOR REQUESTING 
THE COURT TO RESTRICT 

TRAVELING WITH THE CHILDREN. 

SECTIONS 6-9 ARE FOR THE OPTIONAL 
CHILD CUSTODY/VISITATION 

ATTACHMENTS. CHECK ALL BOXES THAT 
APPLY FOR THE FORMS YOU USE. 



 

BRIEFLY EXPLAIN WHY THE CUSTODY AND 
VISITATION ORDERS THAT YOU ARE 

REQUESTING ARE IN THE CHILD(REN)’S BEST 
INTEREST. 

 

FL-200 8(e) 

LAST NAME VS. LAST NAME 



 

FILL THIS OUT EXACTLY AS THE INFORMATION 
APPEARS ON YOUR OTHER DOCUMENTS COURT CASE NUMBER 

CHECK A BOX TO SHOW WHAT THIS 
FORM IS BEING ATTACHED TO 

THIS IS AN OPTIONAL FORM FOR 
REQUESTING THE COURT TO 

MAKE ORDERS ABOUT SPECIFIC 
HOLIDAYS AND VACATIONS. 

THIS COLUMN IS TO 
REQUEST A DIFFERENT 

TIME SCHEDULE FOR 
CERTAIN HOLIDAYS.  

THIS COLUMN 
IS TO REQUEST 

CERTAIN 
HOLIDAYS 

EVERY YEAR. 

THESE COLUMNS ARE TO 
REQUEST A CERTAIN 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE BASED 
ON EVEN AND ODD YEARS. 



 

FILL THIS OUT EXACTLY AS THE INFORMATION 
APPEARS ON YOUR OTHER DOCUMENTS COURT CASE NUMBER 

FILL OUT SECTION 2 IF YOU WOULD LIKE THE COURT TO 
MAKE ORDERS ABOUT VACATION SCHEDULES. 



 

FILL THIS OUT EXACTLY AS THE INFORMATION 
APPEARS ON YOUR OTHER DOCUMENTS COURT CASE NUMBER 

CHECK A BOX TO SHOW 
WHAT THIS FORM IS BEING 

ATTACHED TO 

THIS IS AN OPTIONAL FORM WHERE YOU CAN ASK THE COURT TO MAKE 
COMMONLY REQUESTED ORDERS IN CHILD CUSTODY CASES. 

CHECK TO WHOM YOU WANT THE ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS TO APPLY 



 

FILL THIS OUT EXACTLY AS THE INFORMATION 
APPEARS ON YOUR OTHER DOCUMENTS 

 
COURT CASE NUMBER 

THIS IS PAGE 2 OF AN OPTIONAL FORM WHERE YOU CAN ASK THE COURT TO 
MAKE COMMONLY REQUESTED ORDERS IN CHILD CUSTODY CASES. 



 

FILL THIS OUT EXACTLY AS THE INFORMATION 
APPEARS ON YOUR OTHER DOCUMENTS COURT CASE NUMBER 

CHECK A BOX TO SHOW WHAT THIS 
FORM IS BEING ATTACHED TO 

IN #1, CHECK TWO BOXES TO SHOW WHO HAS JOINT LEGAL CUSTODY 

THIS IS AN OPTIONAL FORM WHERE YOU 
CAN ASK THE COURT TO MAKE SPECIFIC 

JOINT LEGAL CUSTODY ORDERS. 



 

OTHER PARTY’S NAME  

YOUR NAME  

COURT’S NAME AND ADDRESS 
 

YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS AND 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 



 

THIS RESTRAINING ORDER 
APPLIES TO YOU, AS WELL 

AS THE OTHER PARTY 



 

OLDEST CHILD’S NAME CITY & STATE WHERE CHILD WAS BORN MM / DD / YYYY 

M or F 

CURRENT ADDRESS FOR THE CHILD NAME OF PERSON THE CHILD LIVES WITH 
AT THAT ADDRESS  

RELATIONSHIP OF 
PERSON TO CHILD 

YOUR NAME  
YOUR STREET ADDRESS  
YOUR CITY, STATE, and ZIP CODE  
                                   

  TELEPHONE # 

COUNTY NAME 
COURT’S PHYSICAL ADDRESS 
 
 

COURT’S CITY, STATE, and ZIP CODE 

FILL THIS OUT EXACTLY AS THE INFORMATION 
APPEARS ON YOUR OTHER DOCUMENTS 

COURT CASE NUMBER 
 

NEXT OLDEST CHILD’S NAME 

IF THE CHILDREN HAVE NOT BEEN LIVING 
AT THE SAME ADDRESSES, THEN TELL THE 
COURT WHERE THE CHILD HAS BEEN 
LIVING FOR THE PAST 5 YEARS. 
 

THIS FORM IS TO TELL THE 
COURT WHERE THE CHILD 
HAS BEEN LIVING FOR THE 
PAST FIVE YEARS. 
 

WRITE IN THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN 

CHECK THIS BOX IF THE 
CHILDREN HAVE BEEN LIVING 

AT THE SAME ADDRESSES 

IF THE CHILD(REN) HAS LIVED AT MORE THAN 4 ADDRESSES IN THE LAST 5 YEARS, CHECK BOX C AND CREATE AN 
ATTACHMENT TITLED “ATTACHMENT 3C” AND LIST THE ADDITIONAL ADDRESSES.  
 
 

MAKE SURE THE “PERIOD OF RESIDENCE” 
DATES, DIAGONAL FROM EACH OTHER, MATCH. 

PREVIOUS ADDRESSES FOR THE CHILD 
FOR FIVE YEARS GO IN THESE BOXES.  

CITY & STATE WHERE CHILD WAS BORN MM / DD / YYYY 

M or F 

IF YOU HAVE MORE THAN 2 CHILDREN INVOLVED IN THIS CASE, CHECK BOX D AND COMPLETE FORM FL-105(A)/GC-120(A).  
 



 

LAST NAME VS. LAST NAME COURT CASE NUMBER 
 

TELL THE COURT IF THERE IS ANOTHER COURT CASE 
THAT DEALS WITH THE CUSTODY AND/OR VISITATION OF 
THE CHILD(REN) IN THIS CASE. IF YES, COMPLETE THE 
INFORMATION IN THIS SECTION. 

CHECK THIS BOX IF THERE ARE ANY DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE RESTRAINING ORDERS NOW IN EFFECT 
AND COMPLETE THE INFORMATION IN THIS SECTION.    

TELL THE COURT IF THERE IS ANYONE ELSE THAT CLAIMS TO 
HAVE CUSTODY AND/OR VISITATION.     

PRINT YOUR NAME SIGN YOUR NAME 
DATE  



 

  
   

 
 

      

    
 

     

X 
 

X 
 

   
 

    
      

 
  

DATE OTHER PARTY WAS SERVED    
 

TIME OTHER PARTY WAS SERVED  
 

YOUR NAME  
 
YOUR STREET ADDRESS  
YOUR CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE  
 
TELEPHONE # 

COUNTY NAME 

COURT’S PHYSICAL ADDRESS 
 
 

COURT’S CITY, STATE, and ZIP CODE 

YOUR NAME FOR PETITIONER 
 
 

OTHER PARTY’S NAME FOR RESPONDENT 

CASE NUMBER 

X 
 

X 
 

NOTICE OF STATUS CONFERENCE 
REFERRAL TO FAMILY COURT SERVICES 

 
 

ADDRESS WHERE THE RESPONDENT WAS SERVED 
THE SERVER FILLS THIS OUT 

X 
 

CHECK ANY 
OTHER 

BOX(ES) FOR 
ADDITIONAL 
FORM(S) YOU 

COMPLETE 
 



 

    
 

     

  
   
     

 
 

   

   

     
    
     

PRINT SERVER’S NAME SERVER’S SIGNATURE 

DATE 

YOUR NAME FOR PETITIONER 
OTHER PARTY’S NAME FOR RESPONDENT 

YOUR SERVER’S NAME 
SERVER’S STREET ADDRESS 
SERVER’S CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE 
 
 
SERVER’S TELEPHONE # 

CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX 

IF A SHERIFF SERVES YOUR 
PAPERS, THEY CHECK #6. 
ANYONE ELSE WILL CHECK #5 



 

BOTH PAGES OF THIS 
FORM ARE LEFT 
BLANK AND SERVED 
ON THE OTHER PARTY  



 

BOTH PAGES OF THIS 
FORM ARE LEFT 
BLANK AND SERVED 
ON THE OTHER PARTY 
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